
Debra Satz 
School of Humanities and Sciences 
Building 1, Main Quad 
450 Jane Stanford Way 
Stanford, CA 94305-2070 
 
 
May 18, 2020 
 
We are alumni who unequivocally support Stanford’s Asian American Studies. Many of us fought 
for the establishment of an ethnic studies program at Stanford. Some of us are proud graduates with 
degrees or minors in Asian American Studies. Today, the alarming increase in COVID related anti-
Asian harassment, hate crimes and violence underscores the critical need for Asian American 
Studies. The program allows students to engage in community based research that examines the 
systemic and structural racial inequities that result in the disproportionate impacts of pandemics like 
COVID on communities of color. 
 
Asian American Studies provides a unique avenue for Stanford students to engage in social justice 
and participatory learning grounded in serving our communities. We know that Dr. Will Gow, an 
Asian American Studies lecturer for the past two years, has played an integral role in teaching the 
foundational Asian American Studies courses such as Introduction to Asian American History and 
Introduction to Asian American Studies.  
 
Strong enrollment in the Introduction to Asian American Studies course, offered for the first time in 
ten years, speaks to the demand for these classes. An increase in the number of majors and minors 
reflects the potential for growth when courses are offered consistently and taught by committed and 
engaged faculty.  
 
Students in the introductory classes describe the courses as transformative to their personal and 
intellectual growth and to their commitment to becoming the community engaged scholars and 
leaders Stanford encourages. We strongly believe continued support for courses and faculty who 
prepare students to address the inequities exposed by the COVID crisis is more critical than ever.  
 
Moreover, the Introductory Asian American Studies courses are foundational to the major and 
minor and should be offered consistently and not contingent on hiring a lecturer on a year-to-year 
basis. To that end, we urge the University to create a full-time Asian American Studies lecturer 
position with a multi-year contract. In addition, hiring more faculty, lecturers and staff is the only 
way to ensure that a core set of classes is offered on an annual basis and a coherent curriculum 
developed that will provide stability and growth to Asian American Studies. 
 
Signed, 
 
 
Shelley Tadaki '00, MA '03 Bianca Ling '99  
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Sammie Ablaza Wills ‘16 
Kyle Abraham '15 
anthony lising antonio '92 
Adrian Arima ‘72 
Alan Arroyo-Chavez '19, MA '20 
Surabhi Balachander ‘17 
Lynn Basilio ‘92 
Andrew Bueno ‘19 
Fidelia Butt ‘88 
Alanna Carbis ‘03 
Jieun Chai ‘00 
Ki Chan ‘92 
Kim Chan ‘92, MBA ‘97 
Ravi Chandra ‘96 
John Chang ‘93 
Daphne Chang ‘00 
Emiley Chang '03 
Steven Chen '95, '00 
Ray Chen ‘16 
Maggie Chen ‘09 
Gallant Chen '97 
Brian Cheu ‘85 
Calvin Cheung-Miaw ‘03 
Davis Chhoa ‘18 
Bernadette Chi ‘91 
Jack Chin ‘83, MA '85 
Edison Chiu '96 
Jonathan Chow ‘94 
Greg Chun ‘93 
Christine Chung ‘13 
Christy Chung ‘97 
Aurora Victoria David '12 
Chester Day '00 
Steven Doan '19 
Mili Dutt Reddy '02 
Marsha Fong '77 
James Fong ‘72  
Whitney Francis '19 
Gavin Funabiki '96, MA '97 
Yelena Furman ‘92 
Darin Furukawa '99 
Alana Garcia ‘08 
Lindsay Gervacio ‘01 
Andrea Geyling-Moore ‘85 
Hialy Gutierrez ‘07 
Chandra Hampson ‘93 
Thuy-Van (Tina) Hang ‘12 
Dana Hangai ‘99 

Kris Hayashi ‘07 
Kuusela Hilo ‘03 
Dean Hirabayashi '70 
Marushka Hirshon ‘14 
Elizabeth Hiyama ‘74 
Rosemond Ho BS ‘18, MS '20 
Kevin Ho ‘12 
Samantha Hojo '99, MA '00 
Kevin Hsu ‘09, MS ‘11 
James Huynh '15 
Diem Quynh Huynh ‘12 
David Henry Hwang ‘79 
Julie Hwang ‘99 
Paul Iona ‘12 
Tanya Ittimeykin ‘19 
Julian Jaravata '13 
Russell Jeung ‘84 
Andrew Jhun ‘01 
Lina Khoeur ‘18 
Bryan Kim ‘04 
Jane Kim '98 
David Kim '95 
Chong Kim ‘97 
Jean Kitaji '71, MA '72 
Gail Kitaji '68 
Jon Kitaji ‘73 
Healy Ko ‘13 
Lori Kohara ‘99 
Daniel Kojiro ‘74 
Amy Kouch BS '19, MS '20 
Julienne Kramer ‘92 
Solina Kwan ‘92 
Yul Kwon '97 
Yidrienne Yi-Chun Lai '99 
Matt Lai ‘00 
Eileen Lai Horng ‘97 
Justin Lam ‘13 
Lan Le ‘10 
Sun Hyung Lee '95 
Caroline Lee PhD ‘09 
Linda Lee ‘07 
Michael Lee ‘95 
Mae Lee '92, MA '93 
Evelyn Lee '10 
Emory Lee '59, AM '64 
Gloria Lee '99 
Mo Lei BS '95, MA '96 
Anthony Leung '00 

Jason Li ‘18 
Ethan Li '16 
Evan Liang ‘00 
Cynthia Liao '09 
Eric Liaw ‘00, MS '01 
Amy Chiou Liaw '00 
Jane Lin ‘92 
Mark Liu ‘05 
Jason Liu '97 
Yang Lor ‘08 
Vy Luu '17 
Clara Luu ‘16 
Melissa Luu ‘12, MA ‘12 
Le Tim Ly ‘01 
Rosalyn Mahashin '02 
Shannon Takaoka Makekau '96 
George McKinney '93 
Anu Menon ‘99 
Valerie Mih ‘92 
Derek Miyahara ‘86, MA ‘95 
Vince Moua '13 
Hope Nakamura ‘83 
Ron Nakao '82, MA '03, PhD '07 
Katherine Nasol ‘15 
Christian Ngo ‘09, MS ‘10 
Mai Nguyen '12 
Hai Binh Nguyen ‘05, MA ‘05 
Thanh Nguyen '14, MA '14 
Jack Oak '97 
Vanessa Ochavillo ‘17 
Betty Oen '71 
Christian Ollano ‘12, MA ‘13 
Reiko Osaki '00 
Yoshio Osaki '03 
Jeffrey Ota '94 
Debra Pacio ‘15, MA'18 
Mariya Pamnani '01 
Emily Pang '18, MS '19, MD '23 
Julius Paras '93 
Lisa Park ‘92 
Alex Park ‘18 
Nicole Pepperl  BS ‘09, MS '09 
Savannah Pham ‘18 
Vanuyen Pham ‘18 
Huy Phan ‘12 
Annie Phan '16, MA '17 
Lan Phan '96 
Jason Pu ‘95 



Manisha Rattu ‘19, MS '20     David Tanaka '96 Alice Wu BS ‘90,' MS 92 
Jayaram Ravi '19 
Nicole (Salis) Reyes '06, MA '07 
Takeo Rivera '08, MA '09 
Esther Ro '00 
Bo-Gay Tong Salvador ‘71 
Bill Shen ‘98 
Eric Shih '05 
Daniel Shih ‘10 
Lawrence G. Shore MD '73 
Jhanvi Shriram ‘10, MBA ‘17 
Anoop Sinha '96 
Jason Sinocruz '06, MA '06 
Lok Siu PhD ‘00 
Paula Reyna Small '18 
Hyun Jee Son '99 
Chris Suh PhD '19 
Richard Suh ‘90 
Hilary Sun BS ‘18, MS ‘19 

Chung-Man Tam '97 
Ches Thai ‘19 
Ian Torres '17 
Van Anh Tran'13, MA '14  
Linda Tran ‘06, MA '07 
Co Tran '17 
Henry Tsai ‘10 
Elsa Tsutaoka ‘87 
Mai Ka Vang ‘17 
Callie Vanwinkle ‘19 
Nujsaubnusi Vue ‘14 
Jacob Wang ‘73 
Jacob Wang ‘72 
Carol Wang Carpenter ‘89 
Phuntso Wangdra '17, JD '20 
Nathan Watanabe '01 
Priscilla Williams '71 
Niles Wilson ‘17 

Francis Wong '85 
Judy Wu '92, 'MA 93, PhD '98 
James Xie ‘10, MD ‘14 
Vivian Yan MA ‘17 
Phyllis Yang '96 
Victoria Yee '13 MA '13 
Irene Yen ‘85 
Reid Yokoyama '07 
Rose Yu MD '20 
Sandra Yuen '73, MA '75, PhD '90 
Jamie Yuen-Shore '13 
Maria Chow Zajac '92 
Angela Zhang ‘16 
John Zhao ‘18 
Crystal Zheng ‘11 
Lily Zheng ‘17 
 
 

 
 
 
CC:  
Marc Tessier-Lavigne, President 
Persis S. Drell, Provost 
Debra Satz, Dean of the School of Humanities and Sciences 
Lanier Anderson, Senior Associate Dean for the Humanities and Arts 
Jennifer DeVere Brody, Director, Center for Comparative Studies in Race & Ethnicity 
Sarah Church, Senior Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education 
Gordon Chang, Senior Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education 
Jeanne Tsai, Director, Asian American Studies 
 
 
 
 
 


